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Focus group at Icograda Design Week conference educators round table 

April 30, 2010: Emily Carr University of Art + Design, Vancouver, BC

Study Name: 

Establishing a 21st century profile for post-secondary graphic design education in Canada

Focus Group Purpose: 

The purpose of the focus group is to gain qualitative insight about key factors affecting graphic design education. The data gathered will form part of the study in establishing a profile for graphic design education in Canada.
Round table introduction (45 minutes): 

The round table will begin with a PDF introduction describing the evolution of graphic design education over the last 20 years, our unique Canadian higher education system, and the current shift from the information age to the conceptual age.

Focus Group Participatory Exercises (45 minutes):  

The focus group participatory exercise will begin following the introduction presentation. Participants divide into small groups of four to six individuals. Each group will be given the same four questions relating to design education. Following a 10 minute discussion about individual questions, each participant will be asked to post one answer on a display board for the duration of the session. At the end of the session participants will be asked to review the complete results obtained from each of the questions, and choose the answers/ideas that resonate most or are of highest priority. Following the session, the results will be tabulated and ranked based on participant choices and used to inform parts of the research study. The results obtained in the focus group will not identify participants with specific data gathered.
Four questions:

1. What comprises scholarly activity for faculty teaching in graphic design programs? (include the credential level taught with the activity)

2. What is an ideal learning outcome for students . . .  At the diploma level? Undergrad level? Masters level? Doctoral level? (4 sub questions)


3. In what way should graphic design education contribute to the profession today? 


4. What level of graphic design education would be required for professional accreditation, if accreditation existed?

Sample: 

Approximately 30 design educators from the Icograda, Design Week conference, and local graphic design educators
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